
     Over 230 guests in formal attire led by Her
 Excellency The Governor General of Canada and Dr.
 Mikhail Piotrovski, Director of St. Petersburg's famed
 Hermitage Museum,  shared an exuberant evening of
 music and good company at Roy Thomson Hall in
 Toronto on April 21st, 2005.  The occasion was the
 Hermitage Benefit Gala organized by the State Hermitage
 Museum Foundation of Canada, to raise much needed
 funds for its Collection Inventory Project at the Hermitage. 

  The highlight of the evening, which was sponsored by
Barrick Gold Corporation and BMO Harris Private
Banking, was a lively concert by the world renown
Maestro Valery Gergiev conducting  the Kirov Orchestra.
The program included, Tchaikovsky's Francesca da
Rimini; Prokofiev's Piano Concerto No.1; Rimsky-
Korsakov's Capriccio espagnol Op. 34; and Mussorgsky's

Pictures at an Exhibition. 

     
     Bob Kaszanits,Founder and  President of the
 Hermitage Foundation,  took the opportunity of Dr.
 Piotrovski's brief visit to Canada to advance three new
 exhibitions with Matthew Teitelbaum, Director of the
 Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) and Guy Cogeval, 
 Director of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA).
     Needless to say the excitement of  "Catherine the
 Great -  Arts for an Empire"  opening at  the AGO
 October 2005 and at the MMFA in February 2006, is
 fueling enthusiasm for more Hermitage shows for
 Canada.  
     Dr. Piotrovski reported that all 10,600 paintings of 
 the Department of Western European Art  which are
 hanging in the Hermitage Galleries have now been
 inventoried thanks to the generosity of Canadians.  
 This is only the most recent milestone reached in this
 project which began three  years ago. There are now
 nine staff members on contract to the Hermitage who
 are paid solely through funds raised by caring
 Canadians. 
     The success of our Gala in Toronto will assure the
 inventory team will keep on working well into next year. 

 Peter Munk, Chairman of Barrick Gold (right) greets Dr.
 Mikhail and Mrs. Irina Piotrovski  with Maestro Gergiev
 looking on.

 

 Bob Kaszanits, President 
 of the State Hermitage
 Museum Foundation of
 Canada, welcomes the
 Governor General of 
 Canada to the Hermitage
 Gala.


